
The article reproduced here was first published in the  
Bulletin of the Australian Centre for Egyptology  

BACE 15 (2004), pp. 107–119. 

 

EGYPTOLOGY IN AUSTRALIA: 
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE1 

 
Ann McFarlane 

Macquarie University, Sydney 
 
 
The establishment of Egyptology as an academic discipline at Macquarie 
University 25 years ago is indeed a cause for celebration in 2004.2 However, it 
might surprise many to learn that an Australian connection with the Egyptian 
civilization can be traced back to early colonial days with commemorative 
obelisks as the oldest Egyptianising monuments, and indeed to a Scottish 
convict in Tasmania.3 Between 1843 and 1845 James Thompson built 
Australia's oldest synagogue in Hobart / Tasmania. It remains the finest 
example in this country of the Egyptian Regency style which became popular 
in the 1800s as a consequence of Napoleon's scientific expeditions in Egypt. 
The fascination with Ancient Egypt also caused Egyptian antiquities to be high 
on the 'wish lists' of many newly established Australian institutions as well as 
of private collectors. Until the early 1900s Australia's contact with Egyptology 
was primarily through these collections, acquired in Egypt and England. 
 
The most prominent private collector was Sir Charles Nicholson, a medical 
doctor who migrated from England in 1834 and later became Chancellor of the 
University of Sydney. In 1860 he donated his large collection of antiquities 
including objects acquired on visits to Egypt in the 1850s to the University. 
Now known as the Nicholson Museum, it formed one of the very earliest 
collections of antiquities in any university museum. In Victoria the first 
directors of the newly established University of Melbourne and the Melbourne 
Public Library made a conscious effort in the 1860s to obtain books on and 
antiquities from ancient Egypt during overseas buying trips. The earliest were 
acquired by the Museum of Art, a part of the Library that was to become the 
National Gallery of Victoria.4 In 1890, the State Governor of South Australia 
commissioned Rev. William Roby Fletcher to purchase in London and Cairo 
artefacts from the Egyptian and Babylonian civilizations for the South 
Australian Museum. 
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From the mid-1880s to the 1930s the Nicholson and Australian Museums in 
Sydney, the National Gallery of Victoria, the South Australian Museum and the 
Western Australian Museum all gained objects from Petrie's expeditions in 
return for subscribing to the Egypt Exploration Fund, founded in London in 
1882 to support British excavations in Egypt. In the early 1900s the Australian 
Museum, the National Gallery of Victoria, the Western Australian Museum and 
the Queensland Museum agreed to an exchange of Egyptian antiquities from 
the Institute of Archaeology in Liverpool in return for Aboriginal 
ethnographical material. 
 
Just before and just after World War I, Sydney businessman Ernest Wunderlich 
gave the Australian Museum 400 volumes of his personal library and objects 
from Petrie's excavations, and in 1935 made a further donation of all his 
personal collection. Some of these were lent to the Nicholson Museum after 
World War II; in 1982 the remainder, as well as his library, went to Macquarie 
University on indefinite loan and now form a good portion of the Egyptian 
material in the university's Museum of Ancient Cultures.5   
 
In Melbourne, inspired by the excavations in Palestine, Walter J. Beasley had 
begun collecting objects and books for the study of biblical archaeology in the 
1930s, and in 1946 he founded the Australian Institute of Archaeology. Soon 
after, as a result of family connections with Matthew Flinders, between 1948 
and 1950 Lady Petrie gave a quantity of Egyptian antiquities to the Australian 
Institute of Archaeology and also to the Nicholson Museum and the Mitchell 
Library in Sydney. 
 
Senior Chaplain to Australian Forces in Egypt during World War II, the Rev. 
W. Maitland Woods obtained for Australia a Sixth Century mosaic floor from 
the Shellal crossing in southern Palestine which is now in the Australian War 
Memorial, Canberra. Opened in 1941, nearly 100 years after the construction of 
the synagogue in Hobart, this memorial also owes much of its inspiration and 
design to the form of monumental Egyptian temples and Egyptian motifs.  
 
Two early English Egyptologists had temporary links with Australia. The noted 
Egyptologist and draughtsman of the Egypt Exploration Society Norman de 
Garis Davies served as a Unitarian Minister in Melbourne before joining 
Petrie's excavations at Dendera in 1898. He secured for Melbourne inscribed 
and sculptural pieces from Amarna, including a head of Nefertiti. Arthur Mace 
was born in 1874 in Hobart to a clerical family, an Australian father and 
English mother. In 1899 he also joined Petrie's excavations at Dendera, not 
long after completing his degree at Oxford. Mace went on to an illustrious 
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career in Egyptology, establishing and directing expeditions in Egypt for the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, and participating in the discovery of 
the tomb of Tutankhamun. 
 
Like other early archaeologists, a number of these personalities were men of 
the cloth whose concern with Egypt and the Middle East was related to their 
interest in biblical scholarship. And, as might be expected in this period, 
Australia's early connections with Egyptology were largely through the mother 
country England. There is, however, one interesting exception. Max 
Weidenbach, a draughtsman and lithographer worked in Egypt from 1842–
1845 with a Prussian expedition led by one of the earliest and greatest 
Egyptologists, Richard Karl Lepsius. Weidenbach migrated to Australia in 
1849, doing well in the goldfields of Ballarat and settling near Adelaide in 
South Australia.6 At least one of his Egyptian artefacts now in the Museum 
Victoria might have been purchased as early as 1856,7 and nearly a century 
later, in 1944, forty-three volumes and a number of antiquities passed down 
from his estate were donated to the South Australian Museum. 
 
The first Australian to make a real name in Egyptology was not an Egyptologist 
but a medical doctor. After graduating from the University of Sydney Grafton 
Elliot Smith went in 1896 to England, his home for the rest of his life. But from 
1900 to 1909 he held the Chair of Anatomy at the Government School of 
Medicine in Cairo and during this time he became a world authority on 
Egyptian mummies, examining thousands of bodies, including the Royal 
Mummies in the Cairo Museum. 
  
A British journalist named Alan Rowe emigrated to South Australia 1914. He 
lectured at the University of Adelaide for eight years and was associated with 
the South Australian Museum for which he compiled an unpublished catalogue 
and also produced a catalogue for the National Gallery of Victoria. In 1922 he 
left Australia and became assistant first to C.S. Fisher, director of expeditions 
for the University of Pennsylvania in Egypt and Palestine, and then to George 
Reisner, then director of the Boston-Harvard excavations at Giza. He was 
lecturer in Near Eastern Archaeology at the University of Manchester from 
1950 to 1958 and never returned to Australia; but in 1939 he was responsible 
for selecting forty-six Egyptian objects for purchase by the Felton Bequest for 
the National Gallery of Victoria. As a result of his participation in Reisner's 
excavations at Naga ed-Der, the Melbourne public collection received the 
mummy and coffin Tjeby dated to the early 12th Dynasty. 
 
A part-time resident of Australia was Leslie Greener, born in South Africa in 
1900 and educated at Sandhurst, who left the British army to travel in New 

 109



BACE 15 (2004) 

Zealand and Australia, ending up in Egypt where he worked for 10 years with 
the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. At the outbreak of World 
War II he returned to Australia to enlist in the Australian Imperial Forces and 
after the war was for 10 years the Director of Adult Education in Tasmania. In 
1958 he returned to Egypt as a draughtsman with the Oriental Institute's 
Epigraphic Survey at Luxor, and the rest of his life was divided between 
Hobart and Luxor. 
 
Until very recently, the 1980s, it was necessary for Australians to study 
overseas to gain a higher degree in Egyptology. The first Australian-born 
person to gain a PhD and direct an excavation in Egypt was a woman. Veronica 
Seton-Williams graduated from the University of Melbourne and went to 
London in 1934 to study at University College London. She joined Petrie's 
excavations in the Sinai in 1935 and worked with numerous expeditions 
throughout the Middle East. After World War II she lectured for the Institute of 
Archaeology in London, in 1957 became Honorary Research Fellow of 
University College and from 1964 to 1968 directed excavations for the Egypt 
Exploration Society at Buto in the Delta.8  
 
Another Australian, J.R.B Stewart, joined Petrie's expedition in Palestine in 
1933–34 and retained a lifelong friendship with the family. He went on to 
direct excavations for the British on Cyprus, returned to Australia in 1947 to 
teach at the University of Sydney and became the first Edwin Cuthbert Hall 
Professor of Middle Eastern Archaeology. He offered Veronica Seaton 
Williams a teaching post at Sydney in 1953 but she chose to continue with her 
excavations in the Middle-East. Stewart and his successor Basil Hennessy were 
influential in careers of several future Australian Egyptologists, Robert 
Merrillees, David O'Connor and later Lisa Giddy. 
 
Robert Merrillees obtained his doctorate at University College London in 1965 
and his thesis on Cypriot pottery in Egypt remains a standard work on the 
subject.9 An Australian diplomat, he has throughout his career actively 
maintained his interest in Ancient Egyptian and Mediterranean civilisations. 
David O'Connor completed his doctorate at Cambridge in England, worked 
with Walter Emery on the Egypt Exploration Society rescue project at Buhen in 
Nubia, and became Professor at the University of Pennsylvania, directing the 
Pennsylvania-Yale expeditions to Abydos and to Malkata at Luxor. He is 
presently Professor of Egyptian and Classical Art at New York University. 
 
Two North Americans contributed to Egyptology at the University of Sydney 
in the 1970s. Helen Kantor, a distinguished scholar from the Oriental Institute 
at the University of Chicago, taught courses in Egyptology in 1970 during her 
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tenure at the University as Visiting Edwin Cuthbert Hall Professor of Middle- 
Eastern Archaeology. After migrating to Australia Fred Giles, a Canadian with 
a PhD from University College London, taught hieroglyphs to interested 
students at the University of Sydney in the 1970s and 80s. A specialist in the 
Amarna Period, he is presently an Honorary Associate at Macquarie 
University. Regular coursework in Egyptology was offered for the first time at 
the University of Sydney between 1986 and 1989 by Lisa Giddy. A Sydney 
graduate now living in Damascus, she earned her PhD from University College 
London and has worked at Memphis for the E.E.S and in Dakhleh and Luxor 
for the French Institute (IFAO).   
 
The present era of Egyptology in Australia began in 1980. Twenty-five years 
ago, Macquarie University and Edwin Judge, the professor of Ancient History,  
had the good wisdom and vision to appoint to the then School of Historical, 
Philosophical and Political Studies Naguib Kanawati, a Macquarie graduate 
and the first person to gain a PhD in Egyptology at an Australian university in 
1974.10 Colin Hope arrived in Melbourne from England in 1979, completed 
writing his PhD for which he was enrolled at University College London and 
took up residence in 1981 and subsequently held a G.A. Wainwright 
Postgraduate Research Fellowship in Near Eastern Archaeology at Oxford 
University for five years. With these two men began the remarkably successful 
evolution of Egyptology in two major cities of Australia.  
 
In the first year at Macquarie, two half-year undergraduate courses were 
offered: Egyptian civilisation and hieroglyphs. This simple beginning was not, 
however, without stumbling blocks. Language was essential but not normally 
taught in history departments, and was finally accepted with the course title 
'Documents', a designation which remained until only a few years ago. Another 
problem was resources. Macquarie was a new university and Egyptology a new 
discipline, so there were few volumes on the subject in Macquarie's library. 
Fortunately, Fisher Library at the University of Sydney has a more than 
reasonably good collection of books on Egyptology. Over the years 
Macquarie's library has built up its holdings in Egyptology and, with the 
acquisitions of the collection of the Rev. J.B. Barnes from Oxford and of the 
library of Hellmut Brunner from Tübingen (in 1992) as well as funds from 
Macquarie University and funds raised through the Rundle Foundation, 
Macquarie University library now provides good resources to pursue research. 
At the present time twenty-four courses are offered in language, history, 
archaeology, religion and art. The popular undergraduate 'Introduction to 
Egyptian Archaeology' this year had an enrolment of 230 students. 
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Indeed, Macquarie University has established a reputation worldwide for the 
richness of its program in Egyptology, and with the appointments of Boyo 
Ockinga in 1984 (PhD Tübingen) and Christiana Köhler in 1996 (PhD 
Heidelberg), now has three academic staff each with different specialties. Post-
graduate units were first introduced in 1983 as part of a Diploma in Ancient 
Documentary Studies and the first PhD was awarded in 1989.11 The number of 
courses was gradually increased to form part of an MA in History, and an MA 
in Egyptology was offered in 1992. Opening the postgraduate courses to 
anyone with a previous degree has enriched all aspects of the discipline. 
Teachers, doctors, lawyers, engineers, economists, physicists, linguists and 
scientists from many disciplines have all brought their own expertise and 
experience to expand the knowledge not only of their fellow students but also 
the teaching staff. In the course of the years the following students completed 
their doctoral theses – Ann McFarlane (1989),12 Gae Callender (1994),13 James 
H. Walker (1994),14 Michael Birrell (1999),15 Judith Brophy (1999),16 Rodna 
Siebels (2001),17 Gaye Wilson (2002)18 – and others their MAHons theses – 
Elizabeth Thompson (2002)19 and Joyce Swinton (2002).20.  
 
At Monash University, a multi-disciplinary degree in Archaeology and Ancient 
History is offered under the supervision of Colin Hope.  Following his arrival 
in Melbourne Colin Hope was appointed a Research Associate in Museum 
Studies, Victoria College and lecturer for the Council of Adult Education. From 
1983 he was successively Research Fellow University of Melbourne, Research 
Fellow Macquarie University, Academic Associate University of Melbourne 
and Visiting Scholar at Monash University; he was appointed to the academic 
staff at Monash in 1991 and for two years was also Curator of Mediterranean 
Antiquities at the Museum of Victoria.  In little over a decade a program has 
been developed which covers language and history as well as archaeology. It 
covers all periods from the Predynastic to Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt, and 
aims to place Egypt within its Mediterranean context.  First year units attract up 
to 160 students and a recent class on Middle Egyptian attracted over 50 
students. An MA in Archaeology by coursework was introduced in 2000. The 
first PhD was awarded in 1999 and in 2000 the recipient, Gillian Bowen,21 was 
appointed to the staff at Monash. Gillian Bowen specializes in the archaeology 
of Christian Egypt, and the history of Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt. Since then 
further students have completed their theses – Anna Stevens graduated with a 
PhD in 2002,22  others with an MA: Amanda Dunsmore (1997),23 Gregory 
Naylor (1999),24 Louise Hay (1999),25 Seamus Scorgie (2002)26 and Andrew 
Ross (2002).27  
 
As with post-graduate studies, until the 1980s Australians could only gain field 
experience in Egypt by joining foreign expeditions. Now, like several 
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Australian Universities with projects in various areas of the Mediterranean and 
Middle East, Macquarie and Monash provide a training ground for students of 
Egyptology, producing graduates with highly regarded expertise who are 
actively involved in research and excavations, both with Australian and other 
institutions. 
With extensive field experience in Jordon, Syria, Israel and Egypt, and 
expertise in Egyptian ceramics, Colin Hope has since 1978 been a Co-
Investigator on the Dakhleh Oasis Project sponsored by the Royal Ontario 
Museum Toronto and the Society for the Study of Egyptian Antiquity. The 
project covers a vast, complex and extremely rich area with hundreds of sites 
and a time span from the Palaeolithic to the Islamic eras. Since 1986 Colin 
Hope has been Field Director of excavations at Ismant el-Kharab and now of a 
new site begun in 2001 at nearby Mut el-Kharab, each a major cult centre. 
Ismant el-Kharab is ancient Kellis, an agricultural village occupied from the 
first century BCE until the late fourth century CE.  It preserves the only known 
temple dedicated to the god Tutu, his consort Tapshay and mother Neith; there 
are three churches, two amongst the oldest surviving in Egypt, extensive 
residential sectors and associated cemeteries. Vast quantities of inscribed 
material have been discovered. Mut el-Kharab is ancient Mothis, a capital of 
the oasis; it was the cult centre of Seth, Lord of the Oasis, and only the temples 
complex survives. There is evidence of activity from Dynasty 4 until the 
medieval Islamic Period.  
 
Naguib Kanawati returned to Macquarie from Auckland University with a 
concession to excavate in Egypt, and expeditions from Macquarie have worked 
every year since 1980 on important sites in the Nile Valley. This first project 
was the rock-cut Old Kingdom cemetery on the mountain of El-Hawawish near 
Sohag in Middle Egypt. It took 14 years to survey nearly 900 tombs and to 
record all 60 decorated tombs and a large selection of undecorated ones for the 
study of architectural styles. This was the first time that a provincial site in 
Egypt had been fully and comprehensively surveyed, recorded and published, 
an undertaking that earned Macquarie international commendation. 
Concurrently, work was carried out at four other provincial Old Kingdom sites: 
El-Hagarsa, Quseir el-Amarna, El-Hammamiah and Deshasha, and also at the 
Memphite cemetery of Saqqara. In 1994 Macquarie returned to Saqqara, 
concentrating on the Sixth Dynasty Teti Cemetery (in association with the 
Egyptian Supreme Council of Antiquities and the University of Suez Canal) but 
also recording in the Fifth Dynasty cemetery of King Unis. In 2001 the team 
was invited by Dr Zahi Hawass, now the Chairman of the Supreme Council of 
Antiquities in Egypt, to record some tombs at Giza, a singular honour and the 
first expedition to be offered that privilege in many decades. 
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Boyo Ockinga's first excavations in 1984 were also in the area of Sohag, on 
two Ramesside tombs to the south of that provincial centre at El-Mashayikh 
and another from the time of Tutankhamun west of Sohag near Awlad Azaz. 
Since 1991 his team has been active on the west bank at Luxor, the ancient 
capital of Thebes, where he has worked on the New Kingdom tombs TT 148, 
TT 233 and TT 147 at Dra' Abu el-Naga. He has undertaken challenging 
projects in extremely damaged tombs which have, however, all produced 
important results. Boyo Ockinga has also prepared for publication the re-
excavation of the New Kingdom tomb of Amenemone in the Teti Cemetery at 
Saqqara. 
 
With previous fieldwork experience with the German and French 
Archaeological Institutes, Christiana Köhler was privileged to acquire in 1998 
the major Early Dynastic site of Ezbet el-Walda at Helwan, directly across the 
Nile from Saqqara. One of the earliest major cemeteries known from the 
Dynastic Period, this extensive site is of major importance for the 
understanding of the formation of the Egyptian state. Previous excavations by 
the Egyptian archaeologist Zaki Saad produced a large number of finds now 
housed in the Cairo Museum. Christiana Köhler has been granted permission to 
record, study and publish these objects in conjunction with her excavations 
which are uncovering new tombs each season. Generous support from Dr Roxy 
Walker of the Institute of Bioarchaeology in San Francisco, California, has 
financed the construction on site of a secure and modern laboratory and storage  
facility in which to carry out detailed study of objects such as human remains, 
pottery and other finds. Officially opened in 2003, this is the first permanent 
Australian archaeological research facility in Egypt. 
 
Between 1997 and 2002, with 20 years experience on all Macquarie's Old 
Kingdom sites, this writer directed two expeditions at Saqqara. Both projects 
were concerned with Fifth Dynasty tombs, one a rock-cut tomb adjacent to the 
Unas Causeway and the other consisting of two large mud-brick complexes to 
the west of Teti's pyramid. 
 
These academic, research and fieldwork achievements have led to the creation 
of major centres at each of the two universities. In 1989, the Australian Centre 
for Egyptology was established at Macquarie University with Naguib Kanawati 
as its director, with the objective of promoting and coordinating research in 
Egyptology, publishing the results of such research and establishing links with 
international institutions. In 1999, the Centre for Archaeology and Ancient 
History, with similar objectives, was established at Monash University under 
the direction of Colin Hope. 
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An important development with the founding of A.C.E. was the establishment 
of a new series of publications. A.C.E. Reports publish the results of 
archaeological fieldwork; A.C.E. Studies publish research monographs in the 
field of Egyptology; and the Bulletin of the Australian Centre for Egyptology is 
published annually – this being the 15th issue – to provide articles written by 
both Australian and international scholars with contributions of interest to both 
the general public and the supporters of Egyptology here in Australia keen on 
issues concerning Ancient Egypt and to Egyptologists around the world. It also 
provides an opportunity for Australian post-graduate students to publish 
research articles.  
 
The Centre for Archaeology and Ancient History at Monash University hosted 
a major international conference, the Fourth International Dakhleh Oasis 
Project Conference, in 2000.  This attracted speakers and participants from 
North America, throughout Europe and Australia. The papers have 
subsequently been published in 2003 by Oxbow Books as The Oasis Papers III, 
edited by Gillian Bowen and Colin Hope.  There are now six volumes of 
publications of texts from Ismant el-Kharab, with major studies of the 
archaeology of the site in several of these and other Dakhleh Oasis Project 
monographs. 
 
Community outreach has been an important part of the development of 
Egyptology in Australia from the beginning. The formation at Macquarie of the 
Rundle Foundation for Egyptian Archaeology in 1981 was followed in 1990 by 
the Egyptology Society of Victoria and in 1998 by the Centre for Ancient 
Egyptian Studies associated with the Western Australian Museum in Perth, 
each with widespread community membership and interaction. Lectures and 
seminars conducted by academic staff, visiting overseas scholars and research 
students are regular features of all these associations. Similar lectures are also 
arranged for other centres such as Adelaide, Canberra and Brisbane. The 
Bulletin is distributed to the membership of both the Sydney and Melbourne 
associations. Generous supporters in Melbourne have provided since 1993 the 
Rosemary and Eric Cromby Student Travel Award to enable a worthy student 
to participate in Monash excavations. And in Sydney a Visiting Fellowship 
established by Janet Gale in 1999 enables Macquarie to bring international 
scholars to Australia for the annual conference to present to the community 
results of their fieldwork and research. In Sydney these conferences have 
attracted upwards of 300 people each year and the funds raised support 
fieldwork and publications. 
 
Much of the practical organisation is made possible by the hard work of 
volunteer office staff who take responsibility for A.C.E. membership, mailings, 
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publication orders and a quarterly newsletter to inform members of events and 
other items of interest. Another method of reaching the public and raising funds 
to support projects are study tours to Egypt led in recent years by Boyo 
Ockinga and Susanne Binder.   
 
The Egyptology Society of Victoria also holds an annual conference and hosts 
overseas and local scholars in an annual public lecture programme. These 
events are also well-attended and funds support fieldwork in Egypt and the 
purchase of library resources. Colin Hope has extensive and close associations 
with the Melbourne community. He is Honorary Advisor at the National 
Gallery of Victoria where the Egyptian Collections are at long last properly 
exhibited and an Associate of the Museum of Victoria. Colin Hope and Gillian 
Bowen will be leading a tour to Egypt next year organised through Australians 
Studying Abroad. 
 
Macquarie has links with the Nicholson Museum at the University of Sydney 
with its wealth of Egyptian material which attracts local and international 
scholars. Karin Sowada, recent PhD from the University of Sydney,28 has 
participated in an expedition of the Egypt Exploration Society and worked with 
the Australian Centre of Egyptology in Saqqara and Thebes in the last few 
years. Currently Assistant Curator of the Nicholson Museum, she promotes 
Egyptian aspects of the collection through lectures, exhibitions, the Nicholson 
Museum Egyptian Mummy Project,29 publications of the Egyptian collection30 
and other scholarly research. At the University of Sydney in the Department of 
Archaeology, Egyptian archaeology was taught in the last two years by Thomas 
Hikade – now at the University of British Columbia in Vancouver. 
 
The major contribution made by Gae Callender to promoting ancient history 
and ancient Egypt as subjects for the Higher School Certificate in New South 
Wales deserves highest recognition. Her enthusaistic commitment has inspired 
many teachers around the nation. She is also a regular member of the Czech 
archaeological team working at Abusir. 
 
Australian activities in Egyptology have attracted attention and good publicity 
from the media, with nationwide and local press coverage, frequent radio 
interviews and television documentaries. Over the years, the "60 Minutes" 
television program has produced three documentaries on the fieldwork of the 
Macquarie Old Kingdom team in Egypt. Colin Hope’s work in Dakhleh has 
featured in a variety of local and internationally-produced documentaries. 
Major exhibitions have also provided publicity for the subject, two perhaps of 
particular importance. In 1988/89 "Gold of the Pharaohs" from The Egyptian 
Museum, Cairo – the catalogue written by Colin Hope31 – went to Queensland, 
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Western Australia, Victoria and New South Wales, and was Egypt’s gift to the 
bicentenary celebrations, and in 1998 "Life and Death Under the Pharaohs" 
from the National Museum of Antiquities, Leiden – the Australian exhibition 
tour mounted by the Western Australian Museum, Perth – was in in Australia 
for a full year, travelling to Perth, Darwin, Sydney, Geelong, Adelaide and 
Brisbane. Until recently "Gold of the Pharaohs" was the best attended 
exhibition in Australia.  In 2000 the Rundle Foundation brought to Australia an 
exhibition devised in Prague called "Egypt by Touch" – the first exhibition ever 
to be curated exclusively for the sight–impaired by incorporating facsimiles of 
objects in a variety of materials from different periods of Ancient Egypt. It 
opened at the Parliament House of New South Wales simultaneously with the 
opening of the Para-Olympic Games in Sydney. The exhibition has also been 
displayed in Melbourne and remains in Australia for use by community groups. 
The first exhibition entirely devoted to Egyptian antiquities within Australia 
was held at the Museum of Victoria in 1984; it displayed objects from the 
National Gallery of Victoria and the Museum, and centred upon the mummy of 
Tjeby, donated by Alan Rowe. Sufficient funds were raised to undertake the 
full conservation of the mummy and its coffin.32   
 
This 25th year of Egyptology in Australia coincides with the 40th anniversary of 
the founding of Macquarie University and never one to rest on his laurels, 
Naguib Kanawati has arranged to give Australia, Macquarie University and 
Egyptology a "present" to commemorate 25 years of Egyptology in this 
country. In November 2003, Bishop Daniel of the Coptic Orthodox Church,  
the Coptic Bishop of Sydney and Affiliated Regions, and Vice-Chancellor Di 
Yerbury of Macquarie University signed an agreement to introduce Coptic 
Studies as a new subject in the Department of Ancient History at Macquarie, 
with the position to be funded jointly by the Coptic Church and the University. 
Covering all aspects of Coptic civilisation, courses will be offered at the MA 
level on campus and as external courses on-line, and will be the first such 
degree offered in this field anywhere in the world. Thus Egyptological studies 
of the Pharaonic period will be linked through Coptic studies with the Graeco-
Roman and classical worlds. In October 2004, Heike Behlmer from the 
University of Göttingen (Germany) took up the position and courses will begin 
in 2005.  
 
There is no doubt that Egyptology in Australia has a fine past record and that 
such solid foundations can only lead to a healthy future. 
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